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Africa. It favours indirect rule, co-operation of the native
chiefs and maintenance of native institutions. Much good
work has been done in fighting disease such as sleeping
sickness and malaria, in raising the standards of hygiene
and living and in promoting education and agriculture. The
officials are much more numerous and the native peoples
less advanced than in some British African Colonies, but the
administration now increasingly associates natives with local
affairs,
It is recognized that the Congo is primarily a black man's
country, and therefore there is neither colour-barrier nor
native reserves. The Congolese is freely employed in all
work which he proves fitted to do, and his land is fully
protected. Mineral rights belong to the State, which holds
a substantial proportion of stocks and shares in mining
companies, and the profits therefore help to provide social
services for the people. The mining and railway companies
have established industrial schools and are trailing artisans,
and the native standard of living is steadily rising. The
Belgian system may fairly be regarded as one of benevolent
exploitation and tutelage.
During the war the whole resources of the Congo were
placed fiilly at the disposal of Britain and her allies, and this
close collaboration with British and French Colonial policy
in Africa was maintained after the war.
PORTUGAL
Together with Spain, the Portuguese were a pioneer
nation of explorers and navigators, and their trading stations
and Colonies were once spread over the globe. The great
state of Brazil is Portuguese in origin, as the rest of South
America and much of the Caribbean is Spanish. To-day,
there is comparatively little left of the once great Portuguese